BUFFALO EXPRESS
SPRING 2017
IMPORTANT DATES

IMPORTANT DATES

IN APRIL

IN MAY

12 Snow Make Up #3

1 Author Visit—Kindergarten & Grade 4
1-3 Book Fair
2-3 PSSA Science—Grade 4
4 Fifth Grade Field Trip-Trout Release

13 Snow Make Up #4

5 Early Dismissal – 1:30

14 Good Friday—No School

8 Grades 4 & 5 Choir Practice @ M. S.
8 PTO Meeting—7:00

3-6 PSSA— ELA

Grades 3, 4, 5

11 Sarris Candy Fundraiser Pick up 5:00-7:00

16 Easter

11

17 Snow Make Up #5
18 Snow Make Up #2
19 Snow Make Up #1
21 Second Grade Program
21 First Grade Field Trip—Children’s Museum
24-26 PSSA—Math Grades 3, 4, 5
27 Third Grade Field Trip—Zoo

28 High School Band Tour

TEACHER REQUESTS
Teacher requests for the 2017-18 school year
will not be accepted. Student room assignments will be made through our grade level
professional committees. Grades, test scores,
student participation, and other designated information are reviewed and considered when
making placements. Please be assured that
room placement is made with your child’s best
interest in mind. Therefore, we cannot always
comply with parent requests. Buffalo’s professional staff is well qualified to make appropriate educational decisions for the children, and
will do their best to assure that your child is
placed in the classroom that best fits his/her
educational needs. Thank you for your cooperation.
Mr. Poleski

Choir Concert @ Middle School

Grade 4 - 7:00
Grade 5- 7:45
12 Buffalo Family Picnic
13 Kennywood Picnic Day
14 Mother’s Day
16 Kindergarten Program
17 Fourth Grade Field Trip-PNC Park
18 Band Concert @ Buffalo
Grade 4—7:00
Grade 5—7:30
18-19 First Grade Play
19 Second Grade Field Trip-Pgh. Playhouse
22-25 Science Olympiad-Grade 5
26 Field Day
29 Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL

JUNE
June 2—Last Day of School
Early Dismissal
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CHOIR CONCERT
By Mr. Harris

The fourth and fifth grade choirs and Select Choir are hard at work preparing for this
year’s spring concert in May. The concert is scheduled for Thursday, May 11 in the
Freeport Middle School Auditorium. The fourth grade choir is scheduled to perform
at 7:00 PM and the fifth grade choir is scheduled to perform at 7:45. The Select
Choir will perform in both concerts. There will also be soloists from each grade that
will perform in both concerts. As a reminder, family and friends of the performers may only attend
the portion of the concert in which their friend or family member is performing.
The music to be performed this year will surely entertain all members of the audience! The fourth
grade choir will perform songs entitled The Circle of Life, Footloose, The Crawdad Song, and, I Ask
For One Day. The fifth grade choir will be singing We Will, Can’t Stop the Feeling, Chicken on a
Fencepost, and they will also be singing The Circle of LIfe. The Select Choir will be performing A
Little More Homework, Tree Song, Tic Tac, and The Pink Panther. As a special treat, the girls in
The Select Choir will also perform On My Own.
All of us involved in the choirs at Buffalo Elementary sincerely hope that you are able to join us
on Thursday, May 11 for an evening of great vocal music!

BAND CONCERT

This year, the Elementary Band Concert for the fourth and fifth grade
bands will be at Buffalo Elementary School. The concert date is
Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. Students in grade four will perform at 7:00 and students in grade five will perform at 7:30. Please
contact Mr. Ortego with any questions. ortego@freeport.k12.pa.us

Coming Soon to the Buffalo Elementary Playground…

Our Very Own Buddy Bench!
The Buddy Bench is a tool to help our students be more inclusive at recess. This is how it works:
A student who needs a friend at recess sits on the Buddy Bench. All of the other students know
to watch the bench and if they see someone sitting there, they invite that person into their group.
It’s a great way to make new friends and help someone who needs a friend!
Mrs. Vaughn, along with some members of the 5th grade Art Club (and help
from Mrs. Clark, of course), will be painting and dedicating our Buddy
Bench this May. Special thanks go to the Buffalo PTO for making the Buddy
Bench possible!

K’NEX COMPETITION
On March 7th, six students from Buffalo Elementary, along with Mrs. Crytzer, traveled to Elderton High School to compete in the regional STEM Design Challenge hosted by the ARIN Intermediate
Unit. Teams from school districts all over Armstrong and Indiana counties were in attendance.
Buffalo fielded two teams with three students from fourth and fifth grade on each team. Their task
was to create an amusement park ride, using only pieces from a K’Nex kit. The students also had to
use their creativity to show that their structure could be environmentally friendly.
Teams met before or after school once a week beginning in January to prepare for the competition. In
addition to creating the structure, they also had to fill out a narrative form answering several questions
about their project, draw blueprints, and prepare a presentation for the event.
On competition day, they were given two hours to build their structure. Once the buildings were
done, they presented them to the judges and answered questions. The teams were scored in six categories: Design, Narrative, Blueprint, Teamwork, Creativity, and Presentation.
The team comprised of Megan
Grolemund, Lorelei Buterbaugh, and
Ava Slaughenhoupt won the fourth/
fifth grade division and is going to the
state competition in Harrisburg, PA on
May 19th! Congratulations to all of the
teams for their hard work and commitment to this endeavor!
WIND SWINGS
Sarah Reyer
Luke Hassler
Cody Stebbins

PANCAKE FACTORY
Lorelei Buterbaugh
Ava Slaughenhoupt
Megan Grolemund

BUFFALO FAMILY PICNIC
The annual Parent Day Picnic at Buffalo Elementary School will be held on Friday, May 12,
2017. A picnic buffet is planned for lunch and parents are invited to eat with their children. Cost
for each adult lunch is $5.00. Pre-school children will pay $2.00. Grandparents are also welcome
to attend. Reservations are not necessary. Payment is to be made at the picnic for parents and
guests; however, students’ payments will be deducted from their cafeteria account.
The picnic will be held outside, so please bring a chair or blanket on which to sit. In case
of inclement weather, the picnic will be cancelled, but the students will still be served the picnic
lunch. Check the Buffalo Elementary website for the cancellation notice.
The homeroom times for the lunches will be sent home with your child in
the near future. Please watch for that flyer.

DISTRICT ART SHOW
By: Mrs. Clark
Attention all students, parents, and teachers: You are cordially invited to Freeport Area School
District’s Annual Spring Art Show! It will be held on Wednesday, May 17th, 2017, in the Senior
High Cafeteria from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. The Senior High Band Concert will also be held the
same evening at 7:00 PM. Admission is free and all are welcome to attend. We hope to see you
there for both events as the art department teams up with the music program to honor our students’ creative abilities!
As always, selecting the artwork has been a difficult decision, since all of our students are so talented and worked so hard this year! Buffalo students who will have projects displayed in the Art Show will receive an invitation with further details in the coming
weeks.
So, mark your calendars! Bring a friend, bring your camera, and join us as we celebrate an “Evening of the Arts” in Freeport!

AUTHOR VISIT TO KINDERGARTEN AND FOURTH GRADE
By Mrs. Welling

Kindergarten and fourth grade students will have the opportunity to meet
with Elizabeth Redhead Kriston, a children’s author and educator, on May 1,
2017.
During her visit, Mrs. Kriston will meet separately with both grade levels.
She will read stories and engage kindergarten students in literacy. Parents
Elizabeth Redhead Kriston of kindergarten students may be especially interested in purchasing a book
from this author. Additionally, books may be signed by the author. For the older students, she
will present a short PowerPoint to help illustrate how one could become an author. She will
cover the process from education, to developing ideas, to writing, and publishing. She will also
share her books and take questions throughout the presentation. Fourth graders may also be
interested in purchasing books, although they are geared towards a younger reader.
As an extension activity, fourth grade students will later write a children’s book to share
with a kindergarten student. Students will be able to apply what they learned when writing their
books, and they will enjoy sharing their books with young readers.
Please find the attached flyers for more information. There is also an order form, if you
are interested in purchasing books. Books may also be ordered and viewed on www.dynamicresources.org or on www.amazon.com.
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It was an exciting day for the “Moving Full STEAM Ahead!” 26th Annual Buffalo Elementary Science Fair! Logan Check was recognized for being our theme winner this year.
There were 73 students from grades 3 through 5 who submitted very impressive projects in
the following categories: biology, chemistry, consumer products, engineering, food science,
human anatomy and zoology, and physics. Each student was recognized for participating
in the Science Fair and received an award and a gift bag. The following fifth graders were
given the Three Year Participation Flask Trophy: Mark Caruso, Kylie Close, Noah Cooper,
Killian Halleran, Emily Hietsch, Brooke Kmetz, Mackensie Livingston, Kayla Maguire, Vincenzo Porco, Sarah Reyer, and Bentley Wible.
In addition to specific scientific category awards, there were “Best Of” awards distributed as well. Brooke Kmetz was awarded the Best Use of the Scientific Method, Keefer
Wolff was awarded the Best Demonstration, Bryce Radio was awarded the Most Innovative,
and Emerson Snyder was awarded the Most Creative Display. The overall most outstanding grade winners for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades were: Pavana Bhat, Dempsey Cowan, and
Kayla Maguire respectively. This year’s winner of the Students’ Choice award, selected by
the student body, was “What’s the Cat’s Meow?” by Liliana Claditis. Congratulations to all
of the 2017 Science Fair participants!

FOURTH GRADERS BRING
HISTORICAL FIGURES TO LIFE
By Mrs. Planavsky and Mr. Gaillot
Fourth graders created posters of historical people this month. They chose from a huge
list of men and women from all time periods. Students researched their person, answered questions, and created a timeline focusing on the most important impacts that they had on our country. Using poster board, they cut out a hole about the size of their face and drew their person’s
hair and body so that when they peeked through the hole, they brought their historical person to
life.
On the poster board were three important facts and two quotes. It was a fun project! The
students had a lot to say about it. Rachel Hartman, from Mrs. Planvasky’s class said, “I learned
a lot about how women can do just as many things as men can. Amelia Earhart had a very interesting life”. Logan Check stated, “Abraham Lincoln was the first president with a beard. A woman told him that if he grew a beard he would look older and be picked as the president.”
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